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LIFE, the financial instrument of the European Commission for
the environment introduced in 1992, is one of the spearheads
of the European Union's environmental policy.

The specific objective of LIFE-Nature is to contribute to the
implementation of Community nature protection legislation:
the "Birds" Directive (79/409/EEC) and the "Habitats" Directive
(92/43/EEC), and in particular, the establishment of the "Natura
2000" network for the in situ management and conservation
of Europe's most remarkable fauna, flora and habitats.
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The Birds and Habitats Directives aim to protect wildlife
species and habitats. Each Member State is required to
identify sites of European importance and to put in place a
special management plan to protect them, combining long-
term conservation with economic and social activities, as part
of a sustainable development strategy. These sites make up
the Natura 2000 network - the cornerstone of EU nature
protection policy. The Natura 2000 network already comprises
more than 18,000 sites, covering over 17% of EU territory.

colllce
(Coillte LA A T

Coillte Teoranta (The Irish Forestry Board) is a state-owned
forestry company. The Coillte forest estate comprises 445,000
hectares of land, including in excess of 10,000 hectares in
Natura 2000 sites. Strong emphasis is placed on achieving
balance between commercial, environmental and social
objectives in managing company operations. Coillte has been
recognised as achieving this balance by the international
certification body, Forestry Stewardship Council.
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Contact with EU
Phone
Email

Philip Murphy
+353 (0)1 8628462
philip.murphy@coillte.ie

Project Manager
Mobile Phone
Email

Sean Quealy
+353 (0)86 2854054
sean.quealy@coillte.ie

Pat Neville
+353 (0)1 2011162
pat.neville@coillte.ie

Coillte Ecologist
Phone
Email

Site Site Area

No. Name (ha) LIFEO5 NAT/IRL/000182

Clonbur 292.9
Attyslany 67.1
Hazelwood 24.0
Durrow 95.2
Curraghchase 6.9
Cahir Park 9.0
Castletaylor ~ 32.8
Aghnaguig 5.8
Camcor 17.1

PR/Administrator
Phone
Email

Breda Lyons
+353 (0)56 7755562
breda.lyons@coillte.ie
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Address LIFEOS
Restoring Priority Woodland
Habitats In Ireland

Coillte Teoranta

Riverview House, Carlow Road
Kilkenny,

Ireland
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Total Project Area  550.8

www.woodlandrestoration.ie

Useful Links

LIFE Programme
Natura 2000
Coillte Teoranta

LIFEO4 Raised
Bog Restoration

LIFEO2 Blanket
Bog Restoration

www.ec.europa.eu/environment/life
WWWw.ec.europa.eu/environment/nature

www.coillte.ie
www.raisedbogrestoration.ie

www.irishbogrestorationproject.ie
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Paper sourced from sustainably managed forests

Limestohe bavement woodland at Clonbur

VISIT A LIFE WOODLAND NEAR YOU!

Coillte welcomes all visitors to the forest and expects
= t the environmental code for users

eavenotraceireland.org.. ¥ . 3
o '.h., _-,-‘ o

A nature conservation project jointly funded by EU DG-
Environment and Coillte Teoranta (The Irish Forestry Board)
under the EU LIFE-Nature Programme. The project is
managed by Coillte Teoranta and focuses on the restoration
of nine Coillte owned sites within the EU Natura 2000
network, running from January 2006 to December 2009.

www.woodlandrestoration.ie



PRIORITY WOODLAND HABITATS

ALLUVIAL - sites1,3,4&9 DEMONSTRATION SITES BOG | - site 8
Alluvial woodlands are under increasing threat in Europe. Three of the project woodlands have been selected as Bog woodland is a wet woodland occurring on intact bog
They occur in areas that are subject to periodic flooding. demonstration sites due to their unique ecological or fen peat. These woodlands grow in permanently
This wet woodland environment provides a home for many characteristics and proximity to population centres. At each waterlogged soils and, as a result, have a very specialised
specialised plant and animal species. of these sites, visitor information panels describe the overall flora and fauna. They are rare in Ireland.

LIFE project and features particular to that site.
Typical tree species include birch, willow, alder, ash, oak, Typical tree species include birch, willow, alder, ash
hazel, bird cherry and buckthorn. and rowan.

Clonbur (SITE 1) is one of the largest areas of limestone
pavement found outside the Burren, and perhaps the most
remarkable. At more than 290 hectares, this is by far the
largest site in the project.
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Hazelwood (SITE 3) is within walking distance of Sligo
town. The hydrology is relatively intact, making it an
excellent prospect for priority woodland restoration despite
the invasion of non-native species.

Cahir Park (SITE 6) is a fine example of yew woodland. This
woodland has a very long history of continuous forest cover
since before the 1830s. Removal of non-native tree species
will allow expansion and natural regeneration of native trees
and shrubs.

Location of Project Sites
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Woodlands associated with limestone pavement occur only ] L el 2 1 Yew woodland occurs mainly in limestone areas on rocky
where pockets of soil exist. This creates a mosaic of habitats b . or shallow calcareous soils. In Ireland, these woodlands
with shrubs, larger trees and occasional dwarfed species : . A ¢ . P generally form as small yew-rich pockets within other
interspersed among open limestone pavement. - T, ] woodland habitat types. Like other priority woodland
? ' - . 4¢ pimiss” habitats, yew woods are extremely rare.
Typical tree species include hazel, yew, whitebeam, ;
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Site Site Area
No. Name (ha)
1 Clonbur 292.9
2 Attyslany 67.1
3 Hazelwood 24.0
4 Durrow 95.2
5 Curraghchase 6.9
6 Cahir Park 9.0
7 Castletaylor 32.8
8 Aghnaguig 5.8 o
9 Camcor 17.1 violets whitebeam
Total Project Area  550.8
ACHOIMRE AR AN DTIONSCAL PROJECT SUMMARY
Oibreoidh Coillte chun 550.8 heactair do thimpeallach Coillte will work towards restoring 550.8 hectares of priority
choille ar naoi sufomh ar fud na hEireann a fhagail ar ais ina woodland habitat on nine sites around Ireland to a near natural
riocht nadurtha. Seo an tionscnamh choille is mé a tosaiodh and sustainable condition. This is the largest woodland project
riamh sa tir seo. of its kind to be undertaken in this country.
: Y. ,_.-"" ~ > Aithnionn Coillte an ctinamh airgid a fuarathas Fheachtas Coillte acknowledges the funding received from the EU LIFE
== W) Saol-Dulra an tAontais Eorpaigh. Nature programme.
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